THE  HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

Apart from this isolated incident of Irving's Church,
there was one other psychic manifestation of those days
which led more directly to the Hydesville revelation-
This was the outbreak of spiritual phenomena among
the Shaker communities in the United States, which
has received less attention than it deserves.

These good people seem to have had affiliations on
the one side with the Quakers, and, on the other,
with the refugees from the Cevennes, who came to
England to escape the persecution of Louis XIV.
Even in England their harmless lives did not screen
them from the persecution of the bigots, and they
were forced to emigrate to America about the time
of the War of Independence. There they founded
settlements in various parts, living simple cleanly
lives upon communistic principles, with sobriety and
chastity as their watchword. It is not surprising that
as the psychic cloud of other-world power slowly
settled upon the earth it should have found its first
response from such altruistic communities. In 1837
there were sixty such bodies in existence, and all of
them responded in various degrees to the new power.
They kept their experiences very strictly to them-
selves at the time, for as their elders subsequently
explained, they would certainly have been all con-
signed to Bedlam had they told what had actually
occurred. Two books, however, " Holy Wisdom "
and "The Sacred Roll/' which arose from their ex-
periences, appeared afterwards.

The phenomena seem to have begun with the
usual warning noises, and to have been followed by

30